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 July Is here. America is celebrating our 250th Birthday! 
We are definitely blessed with the benefits of this won-
derful country.  As our civic duty has been defined by our 
forefathers who believed that we all need to make our 
communities better, we all need to participate in that. 
This applies to our country, our states, our cities, and also 
to Hunt County Woodturners club.  We have some of the 
offices on the board and our current newsletter editor 
spots that will be opening at the end of the year. I have 
served as vice president and now president.  I feel it is  
important to let others take turns at being board  
members.  With our membership as it is, if each member 
took a turn (minus the people who have served already) 
our club could go at least 20 years without any repeats.  
I hope each member receives benefits from the club and 
feels it is important enough to take part in the continued 
success of Hunt County Woodturners.  
   SWAT is next month Aug 28,29,30. I hope to see as many 
of our club members in attendance as possible. Please 
think about showing something in the gallery. Perfection 
is not required. Sign up for helpers is now on the website 
so start making plans now to help with what works best 
for you.  I have been to several and have learned new 
things each and every time.  Also brought home tools, 
sandpaper, etc.  I need to show some restraint because I 
am not able to work in the shop all of the time.  Lawn 
mowings and honey-do lists also need to be done. 
  Empty Bowls, Restored Hope, and Christmas toys need 
help, so please consider turning something to donate. 
 
  Stay Safe, 
       ~ Bill 

http://www.huntcountywoodturners.org


 

Just For Fun Let’s Get Together 

 

Many have often mentioned how friendly our 
club members are to be around.  These 
“unofficial” get-togethers are part of the 
reason why.  Take advantage of these oppor-
tunities for some fun and friendly times. 
 

 Every THURSDAY - Lunch  
Several club members, spouses and friends 
gather for lunch at Burgers and Fries 5360 
State Highway 276 W in Royse City.   
No reservation needed but be there before 
12:00 as that’s when we order lunch.  Come 
spend an hour or so with friends as we vis-
it, catch up with each other and then re-
turn to our daily activities. 

 

 Once a MONTH - Pre-Club Meeting Meal  
Every month on the Thursday of the Club 
Meeting, a group of club members, spouses  
and friends meet to eat at 5:30pm at 
TaMolly’s Restaurant, 6929 I-30 in Greenville. 
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Join in on the Monthly Club meeting through  

ZOOM meetings using the link below:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84938131255?

pwd=ZkpOWVFGa00rUmFUeEZIVkRoSGh3Zz09 

Meeting ID: 849 3813 1255   Passcode: 308416 

 

   BOARD MEETING -  

      Thursday, 2nd  5:30pm   

       Wesley United Methodist Church, 

       Greenville 
 

   CLUB MEETING -  

      Thursday, 9th 7:00 - 9:00pm 

       Wesley United Methodist Church, 

       Greenville 

       Demonstration: ”Identifying Wood”   

       By: Chuck Day  
          

   OPEN SHOP -  

      Saturday, 11th 8:00 - Noon 

       Joe Grime’s Shop  

       4006 CR 2157, Caddo Mills  

      Mini Class: “Segmenting Pen Blanks 

              with RF glue” 

 

    BOARD MEETING -  

      Thursday, 6th  5:30pm 

       Wesley United Methodist Church,  

       Greenville 
       

   CLUB MEETING -  

      Thursday, 13th 7:00 - 9:00pm 

       Wesley United Methodist Church,     

       Greenville 

      Demonstration:  TBD  

       By: TBD 
          

   OPEN SHOP -  

      Saturday, 15th 8:00 - Noon 

       Where: TBD  

      Mini Class: TBD  

http://www.huntcountywoodturners.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84938131255?pwd=ZkpOWVFGa00rUmFUeEZIVkRoSGh3Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84938131255?pwd=ZkpOWVFGa00rUmFUeEZIVkRoSGh3Zz09


2nd    Gage Wirtzberger 

14th   Donna Carmickle 

17th   Bill Lilley 

18th   Mike Miller 

18th   Eisa Wirtzberger 

19th   David Harper 

24th   Alain Schwarz 
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Philippians 4: 6 

QUARTERLY CHALLENGE 

September 10th  

Watch this space for details on what  

the next Quarterly Challenge will be. 
The Winner is determined by the  

votes of your fellow-turners.   

And the Winner receives a $50 gift card. 

These are either currently In the Works, 
 or Reminders, or Announcements. 

POSITION FULFILLMENT NEEDED:  

December’s Newsletter will be the last one this  

current Editor will compose.  If you are willing to take 

this position for the next year, please contact one of 

the board members.  This Editor will gladly show you 

how she currently creates it, but feel free to use 

whatever resource works best for you. 

OPENINGS on the BOARD  

HCW will have some open positions  

on the Board for 2027.   

Please consider if you might be able to help the Club 

by filling an office for a term.  Speak to any of the  

current Board Members (see page 11) to get more 

information on what each office entails. 

http://www.huntcountywoodturners.org
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Thanks Tim White for demonstrating 

Spindle Turning 

And thanks to all those who brought 

their “Sets of 3” for the  

Quarterly Challenge. 

http://www.huntcountywoodturners.org
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Thanks Lee Craft for hosting. 

And thank you, Burt Andrew, for 

the Mini-Class on  

“Making Lathe Tools - the cutting end”. 

http://www.huntcountywoodturners.org
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SWAT2026 is coming AUGUST 28, 29, 30  

REGISTRATION IS ALREADY OPEN!!   
Book your Hotel before they fill up! 

 

WWW.SWATURNERS.ORG 

What is SWAT?  The SouthWest Association of Turners!  
 

The SWAT organization exists to promote the craft of woodturning through training, demonstrations, 
hands on experience and exhibits.  SWAT offers something for all levels of experience from hobbyists 

to professionals.  Each year, in August, SWAT offers their 3-day symposium.  If you enjoy woodturn-
ing and want to meet like-minded folks, this is the place for you.  All ages and levels of experience are 
encouraged to attend and broaden their craft and/or learn new skills.   
 

In addition to learning from the demonstrations at SWAT, you can also learn from rubbing elbows 
with a wide range of experienced turners.   The years of experience found at each SWAT event runs 
into the thousands, and there’s not a nicer group of people who are willing to share their experience.  
 

This year, the 7 Lead Demonstrators are: John Beaver,  Trent Bosch,  Andy Chen,  Jason Clark,   
Rebecca DeGroot,  Mike Jackofsky,  Colwin Way.  We encourage you to look at the SWAT website, 
read their bios and see what they will be demonstrating.  And also, check out the line-up of the  

21 Regional Demonstrators.   The hard task will be to select the 10 sessions you wish to see! 
 

Where:  Waco Convention Center    100 Washington Avenue, Waco, Texas  
 

Registration:  $230 gets you all three full days with access to all demonstrations, access to all  

vendors, daily lunch provided, hands-on area and access to the Woodturners' Art Gallery.  Couples 
can register for $365, and there is also pricing for student registrations and one-day only tickets.  
There are many extras you may want to add to your cart as well (such as the Saturday Night Banquet, 
T-shirts, the Demonstrators Handbook, etc.). Click the link at the top of this page for all details and to 

register for the event and to book your hotel.    
 

Hotels: Book your Reservation now!  This year there are 4 hotels that have reserved rooms at a special 
conference price. These will all fill up fast, so book yours soon through the SWAT web link above. 

 Hilton           Courtyard            Holiday Inn Express           Even Hotel  

What is so special about woodturning? 

Woodturning is a craft - an art form for many people - where wood is cut and shaped (turned) on a lathe with a 

variety of hand-held tools. The various tools are used to cut the wood in different ways.  What makes woodturn-

ing so interesting is that a single piece of wood can be turned into a vase, a lidded jar, a bowl, a plate, a pen, a 

bottle stopper, or a beautiful art piece.  It all depends on the vision and imagination of the woodturner 

(maker).  How the wood becomes something beautiful and/or useful depends on the tools used - and the skill of 

the maker.  Woodturners continually aspire to hone and advance their craft.  Incremental improvements over 

time produce amazing works of art.                                       (from www.swaturners.org) 

http://www.huntcountywoodturners.org
http://WWW.SWATURNERS.ORG


If you have any woodturner related items to sell, this is your space to 

advertise.  Or maybe you are in search of a tool or piece of  

equipment, seek for it here.  Or perhaps you have a service  

you can offer, tell us here. Ads will be posted in the newsletter for two 

months. Submit your ad to Burt Andrew, email: bandrew1@att.net  

  George Freeman  *  214-334-4035  * woodchipper2011@hotmail.com 
 

We have a sawmill and cut trees to be milled.  We carry wood products in thirty-two different species that include: 

Mesquite, Pecan, Maple, Red Oak, Post Oak, Red Cedar, Popular, Cherry, Sycamore, Cedar Elm, White Ash, Board d’ Arc, 

Pine,  &  Black Walnut.   Check out my ad in this newsletter and also my You-Tube channel: “George Wood of Texas”. 
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For Sale:  Jet 12/21 variable speed lathe 
  Includes: 

• Faceplate (note: no chuck) 

• 2 drives 

• Knockout bar, wrench 

• Stand on lockable swivel wheels  

• About 4 years old, minimal use 

 Asking $800.   

Call Randy Cain for purchase or details at 214-202-3771. 

For Sale:  Rose Engine Lathe 
 

Call Pete Holmes for details  

at 903-456-8104. 

mailto:bandrew1@att.net?subject=Classified%20Ad
mailto:bandrew1@att.net?subject=Classified%20Ad
mailto:woodchipper2011@hotmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=george+wood+of+texas
http://www.huntcountywoodturners.org


“There is no greater accolade 
for a craftsman than an  

object that is a pleasure and  
a treasure.”  ~ D. Wood  

 

“INDECO: Production Turn of Mind,”  
American Woodturner, October 2018 
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HCW has a marvelous array of talented MENTORS  

who have graciously agreed to be a resource.  

They can mentor you over the phone, in person, or 

maybe even a video call.  Find them on our website 

as well as other resources to check out such as  

videos and other helpful links.  

 www.huntcountywoodturners.org 

Dallas Area Woodturners (DAW) 
www.dallaswoodturners.com 
3rd Thursday of the Month  
meeting starts at 7:00pm 
Wood World, 13650 TI Blvd., Ste 101,  
Richardson TX 75243 
 

Golden Triangle Woodturners 
www.goldentrianglewoodturners.org 
1st Monday of the Month meeting  
starts at 7:00pm 
The Center for the Visual Arts  
400 E. Hickory St., Denton  TX 76201 

East Texas Woodturners (ETW) 
www.easttexaswoodturners.org 
2nd Saturday of the month 
First Christian Church Tyler 
4202 S Broadway Ave., Tyler TX 75701 
 

Woodturners of North (WNTX) 
www.wntx.org 
Last Thursday of the Month meeting  
starts at 6:30pm 
Handley-Meadowbrook Lions Club  
6013 Craig St., Ft. Worth TX 76112 

Check out these area wood-turning clubs 
with links to their websites. 

http://www.huntcountywoodturners.org
https://www.huntcountywoodturners.org
http://www.dallaswoodturners.com
http://www.goldentrianglewoodturners.org
http://www.easttexaswoodturners.org
http://www.wntx.org
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Below is a  list of programs we partner with and a very brief description of what they do.  Please look 
at each program on our website under the "Community" banner  for  more information and discover 
what you can do to help each one.  In 2025, we donated a combined 331 items!  We have cleared the 
numbers, but as you give, we will list the totals to the left of each organization, hopefully watching 
the numbers grow each month.  Let’s set a goal to surpass our total from last year! 

BEADS OF COURAGE: This program supports children and teens with serious illnesses by  
helping them tell their stories of bravery through colorful beads. Each bead represents a  
significant moment in their treatment journey, such as a medical procedure or personal 
achievement. Boxes may be delivered to Burt Andrew.   

 

EMPTY BOWLS & RESTORED HOPE  Empty Bowls, organized by the North Texas Food Bank,  
is an annual event that raises funds to support North Texans facing hunger. The funds raised 
from the event provide critical support to the NTFB's programs.  Restored Hope is a program 
dedicated to rescuing young women and their children trapped in sexual slavery, trafficking,  
and domestic violence.  Wood-turned items that are donated typically bring from $80 to $500 
each.  Items for both of these organizations may be given to Alain Schwarz.  

 

FREEDOM PEN: {NOTE: 92 Pens were given out at the Fair!}  This program started in 2004 by the 
Sgt Joe Kelly Freedom Pen Foundation as an all-volunteer initiative to provide custom hand-
crafted pens to American servicemen and women. It is for anyone interested in donating their 
time, talent, and services in providing writing instruments for active-duty military personnel, as 
well as veterans,  as a symbol of our support and care.  Pens can be delivered to Bill Belitz.   

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD: Is a project of Samaritan's Purse, an international relief  
organization. It collects and distributes shoeboxes filled with gifts to children in need around the 
world. The shoeboxes typically contain toys, school supplies, hygiene items, and other small 
gifts.  It's part of a broader effort to share the gospel and to support communities in crisis. Toys 
may be delivered to Ron Williams.  

 

VETERANS PENS: Is a diversion program for Justice-Involved Veterans (JIV) who are facing  
prosecution for one or more criminal cases. Their mission is to provide support and rehabilita-
tion to qualified JIV criminal defendants whose crimes were materially connected to injuries 
suffered as a result of honorable service in the United States Armed Forces. Completed pens 
can be given to Chris Cohen.   

http://www.huntcountywoodturners.org
https://www.huntcountywoodturners.org/copy-of-community-dev
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7151 Sandy Lake Dr.   *   Quinlan, TX 

214-334-4035 
woodchipper2011@hotmail.com     *     YouTube: George Wood of Texas 

13650 TI Blvd.   *   Dallas, TX 

972-669-9130 
www.Woodworldtx.com 

584 West I-30, Suite 403   *   Garland, TX 

469-329-0971 
www.rockler.com 

601 W. Plano Pkwy., Suite 145   *   Plano, TX 

972-422-2732 
www.woodcraft.com 

become  a  MEMBER 

      Become a member of the 

      Hunt County Woodturners! 
 

Membership is renewable annually for each 

calendar year and covers individual and  

family at the same address.  The membership 

cost is $48.00 per year. 

Dues are prorated for new members at $4 / month. 
 

To get the application, download it here OR 

email Mark at mspencer2112@gmail.com.   

Turn in the completed application at the 

monthly club meeting or mail it to:  
 

Hunt County Woodturners, Inc.  

Attn. Mark Spencer 

P.O. Box 8191 

Greenville, Tx 75404   

HCW members are encouraged to  

become a member of the 

American Association of Woodturners! 
 

Hunt Count Woodturners Inc. is a Chapter 

of this National organization.   

Your membership not only supports AAW 

but HCW as well.  Insurance Protection is 

one of the many benefits we as a club gain 

by membership.  Check out this excellent 

guide to their membership services and 

publications at http://www.woodturner.org 

Membership in HCW, Inc. may entitle 

you to discounts and other benefits at 

these businesses.   

http://www.huntcountywoodturners.org
https://www.huntcountywoodturners.org/join-today
mailto:mspencer2112@gmail.com
http://www.woodturner.org


 

Who’s on Board 

Serving the Hunt County Woodturners for 2026 are: 

Bill Belitz, President 

Tim Littlefield, Vice-President 

Burt Andrew, Secretary 

Mark Spencer, Treasurer 

Howard Wellspring, Technology Officer 

Joe Grimes, Training Coordinator 

Ed Drake, Event Coordinator 

HCW Board of Directors meetings are held on the first Thursday of the month at 5:30pm.   

Board meetings are open to all members & can be attended in person or remotely via Zoom. 

Board  Meeting Minutes can be found on the website in the Members Only section. 

OUR MISSION:   Hunt County Woodturners, Inc. (a Texas non-profit corporation) also 

known as Hunt County Woodturners (HCW), is organized exclusively for educational pur-

poses, and its mission is to educate woodturners and the public in and about the art 

and craft of woodturning. This mission is accomplished by encouraging and facilitating 

the establishment of training programs for woodturners; by disseminating information 

about sources of material and equipment; by exposing the art of woodturning to the 

public; and by serving as a center of information about woodturning for members, gal-

leries, other interested groups, and the general public. Further, the Corporation is orga-

nized exclusively for educational purposes within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the 

Internal Revenue Code. Financial records are available for inspection upon request.  

Hunt County Woodturners, Inc. is recognized by the United States Internal Revenue Service 

as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.  

Gifts to Hunt County Woodturners, Inc. are fully deductible for U.S. Income Tax purposes.  
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