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HCW NEWSLETTER
Volume 18  

Issue 10 

OCTObER LETTER  
  2023 is quickly coming to a close. It has been a good year and with your help we 

are looking forward to building on it. We may recall that at the start of the year we 

asked for a list of what classes and demonstrations we would like to see. Your board 

is pleased to say that all were offered. To those who participated in the classes and 

took advantage of the offers thank-you 

Announcements 

 

October’s club demo will be George Freeman. He will be talking about “Choosing 

the Right Wood for your Woodturning”. It promises to be very educational. George 

said we might learn more about wood than we thought we needed; I for one hope I 

can take it all in. Thank you George. 

Last month’s newsletter reminded everyone that Rod Brumlow’s Segmenting 

class would be on Oct. 28th & 29th . We are pleased to say that the course is filled 

up. Once again thank you to all who signed up.  

 

The club is looking for new officers. What has made HCW such a good club is we 

have always had members willing to share their time leading the club. Many of the 

same members keep volunteering, and some are feeling the burden. A club can only 

remain active and current with new faces, ideas, and viewpoints. We need new mem-

bers on the board, which would allow many of the current officers to become non-

board members and enjoy the club they have helped build. Currently our club is do-

ing very well. We need your help in keeping it moving forward. Remember, this is 

our club started and operated by volunteers. 

 

Plans for the Christmas party are well underway, and we hope to see a record 

number of people there. Start making your centerpiece decorations. A heads up, this 

will be our Quarterly Challenge. A chance to win the $50 dollar gift 

certificate. 

Thanks you, - Alain 
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 Announcements 
 
Hi Folks ,,,,   
 
All the spots have been taken for both the Carving class and the Seg-
menting class. thanks to all the members who are participating in 
these classes. 
   Also,,, we will be having a Quarterly Challenge at the November 
meeting. A $50. gift card will go to whoever brings the best Table 
Decoration for the Christmas Party.     
I'm always amazed at the creativity you all show at these events.       
 Thanks ,,,,, Lee  
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Kay Shrode & 
 

Frank Shrode 
 

George Littlefield 
 

Lonnie Duke  
 
 
 
 
 

PRAY FOR: 
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REMINDERS 
October 
Birthdays 

 
 

days 

Rodney Follis 
Lee Craft 
Thomas Parrish 
 

17 
20 
21 

Randy Rather 
Cheryl  Cornish 
Maribeth Hughes 

23 
24 
30 
 

  

  

We still have great re-
sources in our mentors 
on our mentors list. 
They can mentor you 
over the phone, in per-
son, or maybe even a 
video call.  
When you call if they 
don’t answer, please 
TEXT and or leave a 
message so that they 
know who to call back. 

For segmenters, George Free-
man has 1in. Square boards 
that can be cut to different 
lengths for segmenting. He 
has this in Pecan, Mesquite, 
and Walnut. He also still has 
his original stock of turning 
blanks. 
 His address is 7151 Sandy 
Lake Rd. Quinlan Tx. 75474 
And his phone number is (214
-334-4035)  
Forewarning the blanks now 
cost, but we are so thankful to 
George for everything he does 
for the club. 

IMPORTANT IMFORMATION 
 
 

Club meeting will be October 12th at 7 
pm at the Wesley United Methodist 
Church.  

October’s club demo will be George Free-
man. He will be talking about “Choosing 

the Right Wood for your Woodturning”. It 
promises to be very educational. 

George said we might learn more about 
wood than we thought we needed; I for 

one hope I can take it all in.  

Thank you George. 
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Open Shop  

October 
 

Open Shop - October 14th, 8a to 12n 
Rod Brumlow's Place 

102 Jeremy Drive 
Royse City 
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HCW Board of Directors mee ngs  
areÊheldÊonÊZoomÊonÊtheÊfirstÊThursdayÊofÊtheÊmonthÊatÊ6:00pm.Ê 

BoardÊmee ngsÊareÊopenÊtoÊallÊmembers.Ê 

HCW Mission  
 

Hunt County Woodturners, Inc. (a Texas non-profit corporation) also known as Hunt 
County Woodturners (HCW), is organized exclusively for educational purposes, and 
its mission is to educate woodturners and the public in and about the art and craft of 
woodturning.  This mission is accomplished by encouraging and facilitating the estab-
lishment of training programs for woodturners; by disseminating information about 
sources of material and equipment; by exposing the art of woodturning to the public; 
and by serving as a center of information about woodturning for members, galleries, 
other interested groups, and the general public. Further, the Corporation is organized 
exclusively for educational purposes within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code.  Financial records are available for inspection upon request. 

 
Lee Craft (President),  

Alain Schwarz (Vice-President),  
Burt Andrew (Secretary),  
Mark Spencer (Treasurer),  

Sully Sullivan (Technology Officer),  
Rod Brumlow (Training Coordinator),  

Doug Balzer (Event Coordinator)  
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HCWÊ 
TipsÊofÊtheÊmonth!Ê 

If you want to get really good at woodturning in the shortest amount of 
time, here are a couple of simple tips to keep in mind: 

Every time you mount a blank on the lathe, make sure the blank doesn’t 
hit the tool rest. 

Use a tool tray to keep your lathe tools handy when working on larger 
projects.  

Also, check that the lathe speed is slow enough. If the lathe speed is too 
fast then the turning tool will overheat. Start off slow and gradually in-
crease the speed. 

Learn how to cut a spigot properly to mount the blank in a stable man-
ner on a chuck. Using gripper time clamps yield the best results. 

Wrenches can double as calipers if you know how to use them for that 
purpose. 

If you sand a spindle in the opposite direction of which it is turned, you 
will get a smooth finish. 

If you’re having trouble shaping bowls, carpet bags can be a great way 
to make a rough template. 

When working with split turnings, you can mount a stock on the lathe 
and remove it later, which eliminates the need to tape or glue the indi-
vidual parts together. 

When tapering or cutting angles, it’s easy to lose track of the original 
elevation even for experienced woodworkers. An easy way to bypass this 
problem is to attach a hose clamp to the tool rest and use it as an indica-
tor for resetting to the original elevation after every cut. 

When working on a woodturning project, use a white background to 
make the outlines and cuts more visible. 

 
“Measure twice, cut once, then force it to fit”  

Upcoming 
On-Line 
Events: 

 
 

Calendar - 
Woodturning 

Zoom  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Complete 
Guide On 

Woodturning: 
Basic Tech-
nique, Tips, 
Theory, and 

more - Wood Is 
Wood  
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CLICK TO WATCH! 

Education 
Some YouTubes were suggested by various members of our club so I decided to set up  

hyperlinks and lists of good YouTube pages so everyone can enjoy them! 

Educational Reading:                                                                           
Woodturning Lathe Speeds- Complete Guide https://www.uwoodcraft.com/
woodturning-lathe-speeds-a-complete-guide/ 

Five Quick and Easy Woodturning Finishes https://
www.woodworkersjournal.com/five-quick-and-easy-woodturning-finishes/   
Watch: Mike Mahoney Finishes https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ITYyrYLgEfI                                                                                  

Recently someone emailed me about BOB… I couldn’t figure out what BOB 
was. I found a neat website with woodturning and woodworking acronyms 
that are used in on-line forums. http://www.hobbithouseinc.com/personal/
woodpics/_acronyms.htm You won’t find BOB there though… I was told lat-
er that BOB is Bottom of Bowl Gouge 

In the News:  
How to Forage from the World’s Oldest Tree – Gastro Obscura https://
www.atlasobscura.com/articles/how-to-use-ginkgo-nuts 
A Lumber Poacher Has Been Foiled – By Tree DNA https://
www.popularmechanics.com/science/a38303861/lumber-poacher-foiled-by-
tree-dna/ 
A First in Fossil Research: Seeds Sprouting From 40 Million Year Old Pine 
Cone Encased in Amber https://www.scitechdaily.com/a-first-in-fossil-
research-seeds-sprouting-from-40-million-year-old-pine-cone-encased-in-
amber/ 
Up to 19% of world’s “irreplaceable” giant sequoias lost to fire in about a 
year, study finds https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2021/11/19/
giant-sequoias-thousands-killed-wildfires-california/8687355002/ 
Does the Walking Palm Tree Really Walk? https://
www.livescience.com/33663-walking-tree-socratea-exorrhiza.html    

A tree that smells like rotting fish is so invasive that states are trying to kill 
it   https://bangordailynews.com/2021/12/03/homestead/a-tree-that-smells-like
-rotting-fish-is-so-invasive-that-states-are-offering-bounties-to-kill-it-
joam40zk0w/  

Suggested 
YouTubes 

· Brian Havens—
Suggested by 
Fred Groves 

· Cap’n Eddie 
Castelin—

Suggested by  
Ross Spielman 

· Rocky Mountain  
Woodturners— 

Suggested by Don-
na Frazier 

· WYOMING-
WOODTURNE

R  
(Sam Angelo)– sug-

gested by Fred 
Groves 

· Robohippy– Sug-
gested by Tim 

White 
· AAW website 

videos— 
 suggested by Cory 

White 
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Woodturners, don't forget to check out The 
American Association of Woodturners.  

http://www.woodturner.org 
Hunt County Woodturners Inc. is a Chapter 
of this fine organization and each member 

should seriously consider becoming a  
member of AAW.  The insurance protection 

alone is well worth the dues.  Check out 
this excellent guide to membership services 

and publications. 
 
 

Become a member of the Hunt 
County Woodturners!  

 
MembershipÊisÊrenewableÊ 

annuallyÊforÊaÊcalendarÊyear,ÊandÊ
coversÊindividualÊandÊfamilyÊat 

the same address.ÊThe 
ÊmembershipÊcostÊisÊ$48.00.Ê

DownloadÊtheÊapplica onÊÊHERE.ÊÊÊ
BringÊ 

completedÊapplica onÊandÊduesÊ
toÊourÊnextÊmee ngÊorÊmailÊto: 

 
Hunt County Woodturners, Inc 

A n. Mark Spencer 
P.O. Box 8191 

Greenville, Texas 75404 
 

OR Email to 
 

AlanÊFieldsÊatÊ 
mspencer2112@gmail.com 

 
Dues are prorated for new  

members  at  $4.00 per month 

CLUB MENTORS AND SPECIALITY 
 
 HCW wants to support the learning and skill  

development of every member.  If you are seeking  
support, advice, or mentoring, help is just a click away.   

 
CLICK BELOW TO OPEN 

Hunt County Woodturners, Inc. is recognized by the United States Internal Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3)  
charitable organization. (Gifts to Hunt County Woodturners, Inc. are fully deductible for U.S. Income  Tax  

purposes.) 
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FREEDOM PEN SPONSOR 
 

Looking for sponsors for the next year’s Freedom Pens 

Other Corporate Sponsors of  
Hunt County Woodturners 

 

Ward Manufacturing 

 
 
 
 
 

13650 TI Blvd.  
Dallas, TX   

(972) 669-9130  

 
584 West I-30,  

Suite 403,  
Garland, TX.  

(469) 329-0971 
 

Hickory, NC,  
(800) 228-0000 

(ask for discount)  

www.hartvilletool.com
(800) 345-2396  

601 W. Plano Pkwy, 
Suite 145,  
Plano, TX 

(972) 422-2732 

 

M   HCW, I .      
      : 

WEEKEND HELP WANTED 
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Hunt County Woodturners 
Board Mee ng Minutes 

October 5, 2023 
 
TheÊmee ngÊwasÊheldÊatÊWesleyÊUnitedÊMethodistÊChurch.ÊÊTheÊZoomÊlinkÊwasÊmadeÊavailableÊforÊthisÊmee ngÊbyÊSullyÊSulli-
van;ÊtheÊZoomÊmee ngÊwasÊconductedÊbyÊHowardÊWellspring. 
 
Club members A ending in Person:ÊÊÊLeeÊCra *,ÊAlainÊSchwarz*,ÊDougÊBalzer*,ÊCynthiaÊBalzer,ÊMarkÊSpencer*,ÊRodÊBrum-
low*,ÊHowardÊWellspring,ÊSherylÊSanders,ÊGaryÊSanders,ÊTomÊNehl. 
BoardÊMember(s)Êabsent:ÊÊSullyÊSullivan* 
[Vo ngÊboardÊmembersÊforÊ2023ÊindicatedÊ*.ÊÊAÊquorumÊofÊboardÊmembersÊwasÊinÊa endance.] 
Club members A ending through Zoom: EdÊMas n 
 
The Mee ng was called to orderÊatÊ6:20pmÊwithÊHCWÊPresident,ÊLeeÊCra ,Êpresiding.ÊÊ 
 
Items of Business  
- Board Mee ng minutes from September 7, 2023: 

Alain Schwarz made a mo on to accept the minutes, with no changes, from the September 7, 2023, board mee ng.  The 
mo on was seconded by Mark Spencer.  Mo on passed. 
- Website 

o TheÊHCWÊwebsiteÊneedsÊrepairÊandÊdevelopment.ÊÊ 

o GaryÊcontactedÊPJCÊinÊsearchÊofÊanÊindividualÊwhoÊmayÊbeÊinterestedÊinÊhelpingÊusÊwithÊtheÊwebsite.ÊÊOneÊindi-
vidualÊhasÊcontactedÊLeeÊsoÊfar,ÊwithÊdiscussionÊpending. 

o TheÊboardÊdiscussedÊpaymentsÊthatÊwillÊlikelyÊbeÊrequiredÊforÊongoingÊwebsiteÊdevelopment,Êmaintenance,ÊandÊ
updates.ÊÊTheÊwebsiteÊbudgetÊlineÊitemÊforÊ2023ÊshowsÊ$300Êunspent.Ê 

Rod Brumlow made a mo on to give Lee authority to nego ate and commit payments for website administra on. The mo-
on was seconded by Doug Balzer.  Mo on passed. 

o AÊformalÊcontractÊmayÊbeÊneededÊforÊtheÊadministra onÊofÊtheÊwebsite.ÊÊHowardÊWellspringÊhasÊofferedÊtoÊas-
sistÊwithÊthis.Ê 

- Training: 

o CarvingÊClassÊ(StacyÊNehl,ÊOctÊ7/8): 

§ StacyÊwillÊinstructÊoneÊtwo-dayÊclassÊfeaturingÊtexturingÊandÊcarvingÊonÊvases.ÊAÊroughÊvaseÊwillÊbeÊsup-
pliedÊtoÊeachÊstudentÊandÊnoÊturningÊwillÊbeÊinvolvedÊinÊthisÊclass.ÊÊTheÊboardÊapprovedÊpaymentÊofÊ$40Ê
perÊvaseÊtoÊStacy/Tom. 

§ TheÊclassÊisÊfullÊ(8Êstudents)ÊandÊallÊstudentsÊhaveÊpaid. 

§ StacyÊsentÊoutÊaÊlistÊtoÊstudentsÊoutliningÊmaterialsÊtoÊbring.ÊÊ 

o Segmen ngÊClassÊ(RodÊBrumlowÊandÊDaleÊKing,ÊOctÊ28/29): 

§ RodÊBrumlowÊandÊDaleÊKingÊwillÊpresentÊaÊtwo-dayÊsegmen ngÊclassÊonÊSat/Sun,ÊOctoberÊ28ÊandÊ29.ÊÊ 

§ TheÊclassÊisÊfullÊ(8Êstudents)ÊandÊallÊbutÊtwoÊstudentsÊhaveÊpaid.Ê 

§ ApproximatelyÊ$100ÊtotalÊinÊmaterialÊexpensesÊwillÊbeÊreimbursedÊtoÊRod.Ê 
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§ LathesÊforÊRod’sÊupcomingÊOpenÊShopÊwillÊbeÊdeliveredÊbyÊTomÊandÊHowardÊonÊtheÊFridayÊbeforeÊOpenÊ
Shop.ÊÊTheÊlathesÊwillÊremainÊRod’sÊshopÊforÊtheÊOctoberÊsegmen ngÊclass.Ê 

o HCWÊinstructorÊcostÊwasÊdiscussedÊandÊapproved.ÊÊTotalÊforÊeachÊofÊtheÊtwoÊtwo-dayÊclasses,Ê$400. 

o ReleaseÊofÊLiabilityÊformsÊwillÊbeÊprovidedÊinÊadvanceÊbyÊBurtÊforÊbothÊtrainingÊevents.ÊÊDuringÊtheÊmee ngÊaÊ
changeÊwasÊdiscussedÊandÊwillÊbeÊincorporatedÊtoÊaddÊprotec onÊforÊtheÊhostÊshopÊowner(s).Ê 

o RodÊexpressedÊhisÊintentÊtoÊhostÊaÊsessionÊforÊboyÊscoutsÊtoÊobtainÊmeritÊbadges.ÊÊWillÊneedÊclubÊlathesÊandÊsup-
port.ÊÊTheÊBoardÊapproved.ÊÊNote:ÊÊScoutÊac vi esÊwillÊbeÊrestrictedÊtoÊturningÊonly.ÊÊAÊliabilityÊdocumentÊwillÊbeÊ
requiredÊtoÊbeÊsignedÊbyÊtheÊparentsÊinÊadvance. 

o AlainÊsharedÊaÊrequestÊfromÊDAWÊforÊstudentsÊtoÊa endÊDAW’sÊupcomingÊtrainingÊtaughtÊbyÊSimonÊBeggs.ÊÊHisÊ
classÊonÊdecora veÊpla ersÊwillÊbeÊatÊWoodÊWorldÊonÊOctÊ19.ÊÊAboutÊ3ÊslotsÊremainÊopen.ÊÊMembersÊcanÊcontactÊ
AlainÊorÊreferÊtoÊtheÊDAWÊwebsiteÊforÊaddi onalÊinforma on. 

- Christmas Party, WUMC, Saturday Dec 9 

o Cynthia,ÊSheryl,ÊandÊLeeÊareÊworkingÊonÊtheÊdetailsÊofÊanÊupcomingÊmemoÊtoÊtheÊmembershipÊcoveringÊvariousÊ
elementsÊofÊtheÊChristmasÊParty,Êi.e.ÊÊeventÊschedule,ÊfoodÊneeds,Êvolunteers,Êauc onÊrelated,Êraffle,Êcenterpiec-
es,ÊPennyÊRaffleÊdrawing,ÊtoyÊdona onsÊforÊWomen-in-Need. 

o DiscussedÊgeneralÊorderÊofÊevents:ÊStartsÊatÊ6pm,ÊmealÊservedÊatÊ7,ÊbiddingÊstopsÊatÊ8,ÊeventÊendsÊaroundÊ9.ÊÊTheÊ
regularÊraffleÊ(1Ê cketÊperÊfamily)ÊandÊPennyÊRaffleÊwillÊbeÊtheÊfinalÊac vity. 

o IndividualsÊresponsibleÊforÊsupplyingÊtheÊmeatÊdishesÊhaveÊbeenÊdetermined:ÊLee,Êbrisket;ÊGeorge,Êham;ÊBurt,Ê
sausage.Ê 

o MarkÊwillÊprovideÊtheÊauc onÊbiddingÊsheetsÊandÊwillÊcollectÊauc onÊpayments,ÊwithÊassistanceÊfromÊDoug.Ê 

o MembersÊareÊencouragedÊtoÊworkÊonÊtableÊdecora onsÊ(ornamentsÊand/orÊChristmasÊtrees)ÊforÊcenterpieces. 

o TheÊQuarterlyÊChallengeÊ(itemsÊdueÊandÊcollectedÊatÊtheÊNovemberÊmee ng)ÊwillÊbeÊChristmasÊPartyÊcenterpiec-
es.ÊÊAÊ$50Êgi Êcer ficateÊwillÊbeÊpresentedÊforÊtheÊpieceÊvotedÊbestÊbyÊtheÊmembership.ÊÊ 

o WillÊexpectÊtoÊhaveÊtheÊwebsiteÊenabledÊtoÊacceptÊa endeeÊsignups. 

o TheÊeventÊwillÊbeÊopenÊtoÊHCWÊmembersÊandÊmembers’Êfamilies.ÊÊLeeÊwillÊinviteÊotherÊselectedÊfriendsÊandÊsup-
portersÊofÊHCW. 

- Upcoming Club Demonstra ons and Open ShopsÊ 

o GeorgeÊFreemanÊisÊlinedÊupÊforÊOctober’sÊclubÊmee ngÊdemoÊonÊ“choosingÊtheÊrightÊwoodÊforÊyourÊwoodturningÊ
project.” 

o RodÊBrumlowÊ(102ÊJeremyÊDrive,ÊRoyseÊCity)ÊwillÊhostÊOctober’sÊOpenÊShop.ÊÊ 

o UpcomingÊplannedÊclubÊmee ngÊdemos:ÊNovember,ÊSharonÊAyres;ÊJanuary,ÊGaryÊSanders;ÊFebruary,ÊCoryÊ
White;ÊMarch,ÊDerekÊWeidmanÊonÊlatheÊchainsawingÊ(tenta ve).Ê 

o TheÊOctoberÊOpenÊShopÊmini-classÊwillÊfeatureÊeccentricÊChristmasÊtrees,ÊinstructedÊbyÊBurtÊAndrew.ÊÊTheÊNo-
vemberÊOpenÊShopÊmini-classÊwillÊfeatureÊglobe-typeÊChristmasÊornamentsÊbyÊGaryÊSanders.Ê 

- Financial (Mark Spencer) [FinancialsÊwereÊsentÊtoÊtheÊBoardÊmembersÊinÊadvance,ÊbutÊdueÊtoÊtechnicalÊproblemsÊwereÊ
notÊdelivered.ÊÊMarkÊwillÊre-send.ÊSeveralÊcopiesÊwereÊprovidedÊtoÊtheÊmembersÊduringÊtheÊmee ng.] 
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o PennyÊraffleÊrevenueÊisÊonÊtrack,ÊwithÊaboutÊ$600ÊremainingÊtoÊreachÊtheÊ$2100Êtarget.Ê 

o It’sÊ meÊtoÊstartÊworkÊonÊtheÊ2024Êbudget.ÊÊMarkÊwillÊprepareÊaÊspreadsheetÊwithÊrecommenda ons,ÊtoÊbeÊsentÊ
toÊboardÊmembersÊinÊadvanceÊofÊnextÊmee ngÊandÊwillÊbeÊpreparedÊforÊdiscussionsÊandÊchangesÊatÊtheÊmee ng.ÊÊÊÊ 

o MarkÊpresentedÊaÊ2023ÊBudgetÊSummaryÊthroughÊSeptember.ÊÊ 

§ FinancesÊareÊinÊgoodÊshape,ÊwithÊoverallÊreservesÊgreaterÊthanÊ$32K.ÊÊ 

§ SeptemberÊincomeÊwasÊgreaterÊthanÊexpensesÊbyÊ$1,436;ÊYTDÊincomeÊshowsÊgreaterÊthanÊexpensesÊbyÊ
$3,782. 

§ TheÊmainÊincomeÊitemsÊinÊSeptemberÊconsistedÊofÊrevenuesÊfromÊbothÊrafflesÊ(monthlyÊandÊPenny),Ê
eventÊrevenueÊ(upcomingÊclasses),ÊandÊfromÊSWAT.ÊÊMainÊexpensesÊincludedÊpaymentÊforÊtheÊstorageÊ
buildingÊrentalÊ(includingÊinsurance),ÊcostÊrelatedÊtoÊSWAT,ÊandÊopenÊshopÊhos ng.Ê 

§ SeptemberÊendingÊcheckÊregisterÊbalance,Ê$6,230.68. 

- Other Items of Business 

o DiscussedÊdisposi onÊofÊtheÊClub’sÊNovaÊlathe.ÊÊWillÊbeÊretainedÊasÊaÊspare.Ê 

o DiscussedÊopenÊelectedÊposi onsÊforÊ2024.ÊÊTwoÊremainÊopen:ÊÊPresidentÊandÊEventÊCoordinator.ÊAlainÊwillÊdevelopÊanÊe-
mailÊtoÊourÊmembership,ÊespeciallyÊregardingÊourÊneedÊforÊaÊPresident. 

o SubjectÊtoÊtheÊusualÊapprovalÊprocess,ÊHowardÊWellspringÊwillÊreplaceÊSullyÊasÊTechnologyÊDirectorÊ(elected).ÊÊTomÊNehlÊ
isÊconsideringÊtheÊposi onÊofÊEventÊCoordinatorÊ(elected).Ê 

o LeeÊwillÊcon nueÊasÊSWATÊDirectorÊ(appointed).Ê 

 

The mee ng adjournedÊatÊ7:44pm. 


